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HERMAN’S HERMITS FEATURING PETER NOONE 

& RARE EARTH
HEADLINE 2005 MILLER LITE PIZZA CHALLENGE

June 10 & 11 at Westgate Village Shopping Center 

– Premier Summer Family Event Benefits Toledo Opera & Lourdes College -

(Toledo, Ohio, April 7, 2005) - The 8th Annual Miller Lite Pizza Challenge, one of northwest Ohio’s premier summer family entertainment events, kicks off the season’s festival schedule Friday and Saturday, June 10 & 11, 2005. In his 8th year as Chairman for the Miller Lite Pizza Challenge, Sam Botek, Jr., President of Metropolitan Distributing Company is announcing the following national headliners for this Toledo outdoor festival tradition both acts packing houses and thrilling audiences from coast to coast.  

· Friday, June 10th 9:00 p.m. Herman’s Hermits featuring Peter Noone. At the age of fifteen, Peter achieved international fame as "Herman", lead singer of the legendary Sixties pop band Herman's Hermits. His classic hits included: "I'm Into Something Good" "Mrs. Brown, you've Got A Lovely Daughter", "I'm Henry VIII, I Am", "Silhouettes", "Can't You Hear My Heartbeat", "Just A Little Bit Better", "Wonderful World", "There's A Kind of Hush", "A Must To Avoid", "Listen People", "The End of the World" and "Dandy". Ultimately, Herman's Hermits sold over sixty million recordings. In all, fourteen singles and seven albums went gold. The Hermits were twice named Cashbox's "Entertainer of the Year".  Evenings featured pre-national entertainment NUTONES.
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· Saturday, June 11th 9:00 p.m. Rare Earth Formed in Detroit in 1967, Rare Earth was the first white act signed to the legendary Motown Records label. Their heady mix of Rock, Soul, Funk and pop melodies clicked with both the critics and the audience who appreciated the band's excellent musicianship and electric live show. The band developed a huge following on the strength of classic hits like “Get Ready,” “(I Know) I’m Losing You,” “Born to Wander” and “I Just Want To Celebrate.” Founding members Gil Bridges (saxophone/vocals) and Ray Monette (guitar/vocals) remain from the original lineup, one that remains as vibrant and exhilarating as in the Band's heyday.  Evenings featured pre-national entertainment Bonkers.
For the kids, the popular children’s activity area, featuring entertaining carnival games for the younger pizza lovers, will again be offered each day until 9:00 p.m.
The Miller Lite Pizza Challenge will be held at Westgate Village Shopping Center, Located at the corner of Secor Road and Central Avenue in Toledo. Event hours are from 5:00 – 11:30 p.m. Friday, and 4:00 – 11:30 p.m. Saturday.  Admission is $8.00 per person, with children under 12 years of age admitted free. FREE PARKING is available across the street in the Sears parking lot. Proceeds benefit Toledo Opera Educations & Outreach programs and Lourdes College.

18,000 people attended last year’s Pizza Challenge to sample some of the regions’ favorite pizzas.  Pizzerias vie for the coveted People’s Choice Award, chosen by the Pizza Challenge Patrons, and the Judges’ Choice Awards for the best cheese and specialty pizza.  To date, the following pizzerias have entered this year’s event: Amie’s Pizza Factory, Bambino’s, Cottage Inn, East of Chicago Pizza, and The Original Gino’s.  Awards will be presented from the stage Saturday evening at 9:00 p.m.

For more information, contact Event Chairman, Sam Botek, Jr., Metropolitan Distributing Company at 419-241-6111 or visit www.millerlitepizzachallenge.com for updates.
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